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Public Prosecutor vs. Hisséne HABRE 

REPORT N°45 OF  NOVEMBER 24, 2015 

I/OVERVIEW 

Today’s hearing featured two witnesses. The first witness, a former member of the Chadian Air force’s 

crew who saved President HABRE’s life during one of their missions, was heard about the repression 

perpetrated against political opponents. The second witness was heard by the Court on the repression 

levied at Codos in Southern Chad. This witness was in fact an employee of the Deli farm where Codos 

were massacred.   

II/ HEARING OF THE WITNESSES 

A- II/ HEARING OF THE FIRST WITNESS 

 

SURNAME: DJEDE 

FIRST NAME: ROMAIN 

AGE: 70 

OCCUPATION: Pilot, Flight Engineer 

RESIDENCE: NDJAMENA 

 Circumstances of the witness’ arrest 

On September 1989, the witness (a flight engineer) was ordered by his immediate superior to go an air 

mission on the Ndjamena-Mongo-Iriba-Abéché-Ndjamena route. His mission was to deliver equipment 

for the legislative elections and fly some Members of Parliament including the future President of the 

National Assembly under Habré (Mr. Jean Bawoyeu ALINGUE, already heard by the Court). 

The witness’ immediate superior received this order from President Habré’s cabinet who might have 

been given the order by Habré himself. When he knew the content of the mission order, the witness told 

his immediate superior that, due to the adverse weather conditions at that moment, it would be wiser to 

use a light aircraft (a DK 72), contrary to what President Habré ordered since he wanted a higher-

capacity aircraft: the A16130   

As the President insisted these people were “an experienced crew who could fly A16130, come rain or 

high water” they boarded the plane at 6 AM with the equipment and 18 other people. 55 minutes later, 

they landed in Mongo. Iriba was the next step and, according to the witness, they had to take off from 

runway No. 7. However, the plane suddenly started to sink into the ground from the right wing; it had 

rained a lot that day in Mongo. As a result, the left wing was 1.3 meter away from the ground.  

To find a solution to that problem the passengers were disembarked. The witness and the other crew 

members switched on the on-board computer and tried to transfer the fuel to the right wing of the aircraft. 

By doing so, they wanted to lift the left wing of the plane in order to balance it again. Unfortunately, 

their efforts were unsuccessful.  



 

Afterwards, they sent for shovels and picks in order to pull the A16130 aircraft out. This was a 

particularly difficult task since the aircraft had tandem rollers (landing gear). They also used planks in 

order to pull the plane out and Mr. ROMAIN got on board with two of his crewmates and put the four 

engines in motion at maximum speed. Then, according to the witness, they rested for a while before they 

stared the aircraft’s checking procedure.  

During the checking, they realized that the trim, which is the plane’s take off device, was damaged and 

that there was a small stone inside the right elevator of the plane. They plugged the holes in the aircraft 

and loaded the shipment for Iriba and Abéché. Since the plane could no longer take off, they called for 

another plane. Then, the “CASA”, a plane that was chartered by the President’s Office landed.   

Mr. ROMAIN added that they all worked to make the A16130 flight-worthy again. In fact, the plane 

was eventually fixed and was able to fly again three days later.  On the same day (October 3rd, 1989), 

they were summoned at the President’s Office. “We were sitting in the guest room waiting for the 

President. When he entered the room, we stood up. He was disrespectful to us because when he sat 

down, we were still standing up”, the witness declared.  

Speaking to Mr. ROMAIN and his colleagues, President Habré allegedly violently declared: “you over 

there, you believe that you’re allowed to do anything you like just because of the officer’s stripes you’re 

wearing” You destroyed that plane which cost a lot of money! I will send you to GNARIBOU to build 

huts for my relatives” (following a question by one of the plaintiff’s counsels, the witness specified that 

GNARIBOU was located near the village of President Habré).  

Mr. ROMAIN added that during the meeting, he was with Mr. ALAIN, assistant flight engineer OMAR, 

Commander Moctar BAHR who were all present during the Mongo incident. Their other colleague, M. 

DUTENGA, was not present at the meeting because he was on a mission in Ndjamena. However, the 

witness declared that as soon as he entered the guest room, the President asked OMAR and Commander 

BAHR to get out of the room. Mr. ROMAIN tried to speak to the President but the latter violently told 

him: “shut up, I already have a file against you”. Then, the President told the guards who were in the 

room: “throw them in jail”.  

Answering a question from the plaintiffs’ counsels and the prosecutor, the witness said that he wanted 

to ask the President how, after all they did for him, he could thank them that way? Besides, answering a 

question by the defense lawyers, the witness declared that he did not consider the incident with the plane 

as a military offence: “ it was neither a breach of the rules nor an accident but it was about a plane that 

got stuck into the ground and that took off again 3 days later”, the witness insisted. He also lamented 

the fact that the sanction did not even follow the regular procedure. He personally got punished one day 

(for arriving late at work), but his superior locked him up in a military camp for 10 days before releasing 

him.    

 Transfer of the witness and his colleagues and their stay in Moudra. 

Mr. ROMAIN declared before the Court that after Mr. Habré ordered their imprisonment, he (flight 

engineer and Captain at that time), and his colleague Mr. ALAIN (copilot and lieutenant) were been 

taken into a cell in the prison next to the President’s Office (on October 3, 1989). He revealed, in an 

answer to a question asked by the defense, that President Habré relied on a report by Commander Moctar 

BARH to arrest them.  

Mr. ROMAIN then declared that they found an exhausted man in their cell. The man told them: “be 

brave; it’s not life but hell down here”. They spent the whole day there without eating and until 4 PM 



 

they were standing and sitting in sequences of 4 to 5 minutes. It was only at 4 PM that they were put 

(with Mr. ALAIN) in the back of a Toyota pick-up by a guard and taken to the military base. Once there, 

they were embarked in the French “Transval” (a military aircraft) at 6 PM and landed in Bardai. A 

Toyota car took them to Zungri where they spent the night of October 4 to October 5 1989 on a mat. 

The following day (October 6), Mr. Jacques DUTENGA, who was the Commander during the 

September 27 mission, joined them.  

The witness explained that when they were summoned by Mr. Habré (on October 3), Mr. DUTENGA 

was on a mission inside the country and didn’t join them. When he joined them in Zungri, they were 

then taken to Moudra. There, they found 3 soldiers who made them climb a slope leading to a cave 

which he labeled a “natural prison”. Then the witness said that while going down into the cave, they 

could not walk normally but were running instead because it was a steep slope.  

Mr. DUTENGA, who was suffering at the time (his feet were swollen), joined them an hour and half 

later, because he had to take a break from time to time. They spent 6 month in the cave, watched over 

by two guards under the supervision of their chief who was living with his family in a palm grove located 

about 1 km away from the cave. Mr. ROMAIN declared: « I don’t want to talk about the food; it was 

true garbage”.  

Nevertheless, he declared that, every month, they received a rice bag from Bardai that they would cook 

themselves. They used to eat the rice without salt nor pepper nor anything else. One day, on their request, 

the Commander told them that, by digging in the stones lying next to the ravines, they would find some 

“Latran”; and they did so. The witness asserted that they used to put it in their cooking and immediately 

after, the rice would turn yellow. It was their daily food and it changed only one once, when an MP 

visiting the area, gave them a peace of camel meat. He explained that the MP found them in the cave 

while he was walking around. And, in a bid to encourage them, promised to bring them some meat that 

was left over from a banquet that he had organized near the area where they were detained.  

Still talking about their detention conditions in Moudra, Mr. ROMAIN added that they were getting 

their drinking water from a well located 10 m away from the cave. They were obliged to kneel down to 

fetch the water in the palm of their hands and could drink (the well was about 60 cm deep). In order to 

bring water to Mr. DUTENGA who was not able to go to the well because he was sick, they would fill 

a box with water that the latter would use for 2 days. They were also showering at a waterfall near the 

cave; as for Mr. DUTENGA, he had not taken a shower during the six month of their detention in 

Moudra. 

The witness also informed the Court that he had seen many dead people, human bones and skulls around 

the cave (scattered some 150 m here and there from the cave). Once day he asked his jailers: “did those 

people commit suicide”? The latter retorted to him “they were Hadjarais”  

He also talked about two sentences written on the cave’s wall by Mrs. Françoise CLAUSTRES (a French 

ethnologist who was held hostage in 1974 in Chad): “This is the lightless city and this is where I live”.   

When he tried to get information from the guards, the latter told him that the lady lived in the cave when 

she was kidnapped by Habré. According to him, those scripts were well carved into the cave’s rock and 

that they have been lying there up till now. The witness also declared: “That cave is where we lived for 

6 months. And, Mr. Presiding Judge, in December, the temperature is at least 10°C in this area. We were 

living in a cave that had no door in the middle of the desert. He added that the lived there until March 

1990 and that on Habré’s order, they were taken back to N’Djamena and returned to their families. 

Answering a question by the plaintiffs’ lawyer, the witness explained that the site where they were 



 

detained for 6 months was not a prison, let alone a military camp.  “It was Hell. What had we done? Had 

we killed anybody? We didn’t”. He declared 

Le témoin confia qu’il avait pleuré. Sa famille n’avait pas eu de nouvelles de lui, depuis le jour de son 

arrestation et tout le monde le croyait mort. Le témoin sortit une photo de lui après sa libération.  

 Release of the witness and rescue of President Habré 

The witness informed the Court that on March 28, 1990, at about 3 AM, some soldiers came into the 

cave where they were being held and told them that they had come to pick them up President Habré’s 

request. Together, they got out of the cave and embarked on a Toyota which took them from Moudra to 

Bardai. 

On 29 March 1990, a “Transval” aircraft came to pick them up in Bardai and flew them back to 

Ndjamena. Once there, the Commander of the air force took the witness to his home since he lived in 

town. When he arrived at the house, he knocked on the door and his two-year-old son came out. The 

latter, seeing he was filthy, called his mother, yelling out that there was a mad guy standing at the door. 

His wife came out and recognized him, but his son was still afraid of him even after his mother told him 

that he was his father.  

 The witness confessed that he cried. His family hadn’t heard from him since the day of his arrest and 

everybody believed that he was dead. The witness showed a picture of himself after his release.  

On April 13, 1990, President Habré welcomed them in his office annex and told them: “Officers, I 

punished you because I was angry; I relied on a report by your colleague to punish you. But given that 

I am the President of the Republic, I will not apologize to you. Since you have already returned to your 

families, I say welcome to you”. He added that he would send them to France for a medical check-up 

and to the United States of America for training in order to refresh their capacities as pilots because of 

the long time they spent without exercising their profession. Mr. Romain informed the Court that in 

Chad, pilots were usually sent to France every 3 months in order to undergo a medical check-up and 

make sure there were no problems.  They were being sent to France because they spent 6 months in that 

cave. As President Habré promised, they had Chad to go to France, 2 months after their encounter with 

the latter. However, they did not go to the United States.  

As soon as they returned to Chad, the President told them to get back to work as pilots. The witness 

declared that on November 23, 1990, he made two air trips in the morning in Khalaïte to evacuate two 

wounded soldiers and an army General fighting against Idriss Déby’s troops. The following day, on 

November 24, 1990, still in Khalaïte, they flew Ministers along with Mr. KAMOUGUE. “The plane 

was full”, the witness said.  

In the second trip they flew President Habré to the battle front. They took off very quickly, because 

Déby’s troops were very close and were moving towards them. Déby’s troops had even fired some 

bullets on the aircraft which was flying above them. Mr. ROMAIN declared: “We saved the President’s 

life that day; we, the three people he had thrown to jail”. He added that President Habré did not thank 

them for this rescue, neither did he for all they had done for him. They were at his service at any time 

taking soldiers everywhere, despite all the dangers they faced.  

The witness added that it was the same plane that flew Habré to Dakar, Senegal, when Idriss Déby 

ousted him from power. According to the witness, President Habré fled to seek refuge in Maroua, 

Cameroon, onboard a Mercedes car. Besides, two Greek pilots had asked the witness to get ready for a 



 

mission. The witness told them that he would not go, but the Greeks insisted. Yet, when the latter moved 

away, he took the opportunity to get down of the plane. When the Greeks were back on the plane, they 

noticed that he was no longer onboard, looked for him for an hour before taking off without him. 

Mr. ROMAIN also informed the Court that one of the pilots had told him that it was about a mission the 

destination of which they did not know. Recalling, at that very moment, what the President had made 

him go through, he decided to run away. In addition, according to the witness, there were other people 

who were fleeing and boarded the same plane. The plane landed in Maroua from where Mr. Habré took 

a plane to Dakar. Mr. ROMAIN added that the plane landed in Senegal, violating the Senegalese rule 

that any plane landing  in the country must have three crew members, board including an engineer, on 

board. When he was asked questioned about the gratitude of President Habré, the witness answered that 

he hadn’t received anything from him, not even a single F 1000 banknote. Had he offered that to him, 

he would have taken it because “there was nothing wrong with that”, the witness considered.  

Besides, the witness informed the Court that the planes they used were military aircrafts. It was 

impossible to fly other planes without an order to that effect: “every move was to be ordered by Habré”, 

he added. According to Mr. ROMAIN, it was the Air Force’s Chief of Staff who was managing the fleet, 

but Habré was the Commander-in-chief of the army. Any plane should absolutely have his express 

permission before taking off. “Absolutely!”, he emphasized. 

He further declared”: “You had better commit suicide if you took off without his permission”. The 

witness specified also that before Khalaïte, he had flown Habré to places on several occasions. During 

his missions, he met with prisoners of the regime. He added that he once boarded the same the same a 

C47 aircraft as journalist Saleh NGABA. “Saleh was alone and had his hands and feet bound”, he said.  

The journalist told him that he was Habré’s prisoner. When they arrived at the civil airport of Ndjamena, 

he saw two soldiers dragging him into a car.  

On several occasions, he had seen people being flew by the plane he working on, and there were people 

standing there watching them over. Those people were not handcuffed but he could understand that they 

were prisoners. In Khalaïte, he also saw seen female detainees. The witness declared that there many of 

them.  

When he asked one of them about the reason why she was there, she told him that she didn’t even know. 

Questioned about the women deported to Ouadi Doum, the witness said that he was not among the crew 

who took them back to Ndjamena. He informed the Court that this kind of missions was taken was taken 

care of by the two Greek pilots. 

 Credibility and behavior of the witness. 

The witness was very open and clear in the answers he gave to all parties. He often phrased those answers 

using army language such as: “affirmative”, “correct”. On several occasions, he wanted to address the 

accused directly. At the end of his hearing, he remained for a while staring at the accused before leaving 

the stand. 

B- Hearing of the second witness 

SURNAME: LAOUKOURA 

FIRST NAME MABAINADJIBE 

AGE: 61 



 

RESIDENCE: Déli 

 Beginning of the Codos’ massacres in Déli 

In his narrative, the witness informed the Court that one day, members of the armed forces arrived 

onboard a Peugeot 504 Pick-up to inspect the Déli farm. Answering a question by the Public Prosecutor, 

the witness said the farm covered an area of 975 hectares. It was a state-owned institution and all the 

revenues were paid into the State’s coffers. 

He worked in the farm, in the plants-roots-tubers section as an observer. Mr. Laoukoura 

MBAINADJIBE reported that between December 7 and 9, 1984, the soldiers brought  Codos working 

in the farm in a tractor trailer owned  by the “Coton Tchad” company. There were about 800 Codos 

according to the witness.  

They spent their days in the yard, sometimes singing and marching. The few Codos who got close to the 

farm’s staff told that they had negotiated with the soldiers. Pursuant that deal, the valid among them 

would be reintegrated in the army while the invalid would be discharged. Besides, each of them was 

promised a sum of F 60,000. That amount of money incited some people to join the group even if they 

were not Codos. However, the witness specified that they were not informed about the arrival of the 

Codos.  

Questioned by the plaintiffs, the witness said that one soldier, who was accompanied by his driver, 

brought food to them which he had carried on a 4X4 vehicle (a goat, millet, sorghum, etc.). He also told 

the Court that he had only seen 2 or 3 armed Codos. On September 1984, on his way back from the 

fields, the Codos told them that it was the day of their reintegration. Around 11: 45 am, approximately 

ten vehicles, filled with armed soldiers, arrived at the farm. The staff members got out of their offices 

and stayed on the veranda to attend the ceremony. The witness said the soldiers wanted to take the 

Codos’ weapons away. Since the latter refused, there were some fights and a gun shot went off. 

Suddenly, a vehicle stopped in front of the director’s office, and the soldiers pointed their weapons 

towards them. The witness and 5 other staff members told them that they were workers of the farm. 

Without taking that warning into account, the soldiers starting shooting at the Codos and at the other 

people present at the scene. 

After that, the witness headed towards the conference room, before jumping out of the window, just 

after the assistant director. Answering a question by the complainants on the kind of weapons used by 

the soldiers, the witness declared: “The soldiers had rifles on their land-rover vehicle. They were big 

rifles with chains full of cartridges”. Then, the counsel clarified that they were machine guns.  

 What happened after the massacre and the facts reported to the witness. 

After escaping by the window, the witness declared that he hid in a pond. Answering a question by the 

Public Prosecutor on where he was hiding, the witness said: “I fled and remained in the water, with my 

nose up in the air so that I could breathe and I remained in the water for about three hours.  The witness 

waited until the soldiers had gone away with their vehicles before he got out of the water: “I was really 

sacred and was feeling cold because I had been into the water for a long while”, he said. He returned to 

his farm which was 7 km away from the farm and during the night, his wife had joined him. He said 

villagers from Deli were fleeing and that that’s why when his family came to the farm they believed that 

he had been killed. The witness lived in that field with his family where had built a hat where he could 

rest, a long time before.  Later on, the villagers told him that Codos had been killed in the farm and that 



 

others had fled. He stayed with his family until December and his director told him to come back to the 

farm to work. Thus, it was only in December that he returned to the farm.  

Once in the farm, an old person showed him where the bodies were buried. They had been buried by the 

chief of the farm with the help of other people. Talking about the burial sites, he said that a person named 

Baourou showed him the location of the mass graves. “And I personally showed the mass graves to the 

Argentinian experts”, he added. 

Answering a question by the Public Prosecutor on how the authorities reacted to the Deli massacre, the 

witness said: “no official reacted to what happened in the farm; In Ndjamena I don’t know”. He further 

said that the experts had come on several occasions, but Mr. LAOUKOURA only attended the 

exhumations once.   

 Credibility of the witness. 

The witness seemed calm and collected. He was consistent in his comments and refused to talk about 

events that hadn’t witnessed.   

III/TIME MANAGEMENT 

The hearing started at 9h: 27 and the morning break occurred at 11h:17. The hearing of the first witness 

went on until the lunch break at 12h:50, closing this the morning session. The afternoon session started 

at 2:43 pm and a break was observed 15: 49. The hearing resumed at 4:28 and was suspended at 5:09 

pm. 

Attribution Policy: TrustAfrica should be acknowledged in all reproductions of this report and use of 

its contents. A statement similar to the following will be acceptable: “The production of this report has 

been made possible by TrustAfrica.”  

 

 

 


