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The Public Prosecution versus Hisséne HABRE
SUMMARY OF THE EIGHTEENTH HEARING HELD ON 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

I- OVERVIEW

At the opening of the hearing at 9:05 am, the first witness was called to the stand. The
second witness gave his testimony after the morning break. Finally, the presiding
judge intervened to say that since the third witness was in the courtroom, he could
commence his deposition.

II- HEARING OF WITNESSES
A- HEARING OF THE FIRST WITNESS /VICTIM

NAME: TOUDJIBEDJE

FIRST NAME: Marabi

AGE: 62 years
OCCUPATION: Retired military

» Positions held as a military officer

In 1983, Mr. Toudjibedje was Master corporal at the special rapid intervention brigade
(BSIR) which was in charge of security at the DDS. He worked at the BSIR with Bandoum
and they were transferred to the DDS. That year, he participated in the Faya Largeau
battle with Habré (during the second battle), following which they captured prisoners-
of-war who were taken to Ndjaména at the orders of Habré. The witness averred that
some of the prisoners were wounded but he did not know what became of them because
he was still on the ground in the centre of operations. In 1984, he was transferred to the
DDS where he worked for 6 months as a prison guard. He indicated that there were only
two large cells in this prison each of which housed between two to three hundred
detainees. DDS agents perpetrated acts of torture during the night. The witness affirmed
that he would receive the order to tie up the people that Issa Arwai was interrogating. He
asked his elements to tie people with their feet up and their heads dangling, and would
beat them up: “we would beat them until they cried and continued to beat them”.
According to the witness, torture was systematic at the DDS “regardless of whether you
were telling the truth or not”. He declared that Habré, wearing a Jellaba, would come
twice a month at night to see the Director. In the six months he spent there, the witness
declared to have seen him five times. After 6 months at the DDS, the witness was
transferred to the “buildings" where he held the position of deputy superintendent. He
was in charge of preparing daily records and reports on the situation of prisoners which
he submitted to the Director, Younouss Saleh, with the approval of the Superintendent,
Abba Moussa (the latter was illiterate and would prepare his reports orally). There were
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four cells (A, B, C and D) for men and 1 for women (Cell E). Regarding the latter, the
witness stated that he was not aware of cases of rape at the "buildings” prison and that
no woman had delivered there (however, there had been a female detainee with a child).
He further added that there were no female prison guards at the “buildings”, men guarded
the female detainees. Regarding Rose, Issa Arwai took her and no-one ever saw her again.
Antoinette and Rama were transferred to Kalayite. The window in Cell C, reserved for
prisoners-of-war, was situated at the top and as such detainees had difficulty breathing.
Food was insufficient: “we served boiled husked millet or wheat”. There was a half-barrel
in the cell for detainees to ease themselves. According to him, those taken ill were not
treated; a doctor and a nurse were there only to consult the prisoners. These difficult
detention conditions resulted in deaths. There were 5 to 6 deaths each day and Abba
Moussa was in charge of burying them in Amralgoz using a covered pick-up.

On 9 January, 3 detainees were caught by Saleh YOUNOUS eating bread and meat that the
witness had given them. Younouss asked him: “why did you give the prisoners to eat?” He
responded that they had to be given food and water. Younouss said to him: “We bring
people here to make them die and you give them to eat”. The Director would say that
these people were CODOS. However, the witness affirmed at the stand that they were
traders. He was thus arrested and held at the “buildings” until January 1986.

» Activities during his detention

The witness was detained in Cell A and the conditions of detention were still the same as
when he was a guard. Along with 4 other individuals, he was in charge of burying bodies
from the “buildings” the martyrs’ camp and the gendarmerie prison. As a gravedigger, the
witness averred that he would collect 4 to 5 bodies on a daily basis. In March and April,
the number of deaths increased due to the heat and he would do several trips to Amralgoz
to bury them. At the gendarmerie, they once collected 30 bodies during a heat wave. He
clarified that they did not put the bodies in bags; they would dig a big hole and put all the
bodies in it. The witness stated that this work was difficult because they were convinced
they would suffer the same fate. They continued to bury bodies until January 1986.

» Releasing of the witness

The witness was released on 26 July 1986 with other prisoners. They were first taken to
Saleh Younouss who told them “not to talk about what they saw and heard”. Then they
were taken to the Minister of the Interior, Brahim Itno, who told them that they were
political detainees and that since nothing had been found against them, they were being
released. The Minister also showed them the picture of 3 gorillas: one with its eyes closed,
the other its ears and the third its mouth. After 3 to 4 days, they were given their release
papers and the witness returned to the army where he stayed until 2005 when he retired.

» Credibility of the witness

His statements were consistent and he spoke elementary French; he had difficulties
understanding some questions. He had a tendency to keep quiet when he was asked to
repeat himself or when he was spoken to in a little bit more refined French. The defence
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noted that he had a tendency to inflate numbers because in his deposition, he mentioned
600 to 700 detainees in a 25 metre square cell.

B°- HEARING OF THE SECOND WITNESS/VICTIM

NAME: MOUSSA
FIRST NAME: Outman

OCCUPATION: Postal and Financial Services Inspector

RESIDENCE: Facha

His hearing focused primarily on the following key issues.

> Numerous arrests and releases

The witness began his testimony by stipulating that from 1982 to the first half of 1987 he
was living a calm and peaceful life in Abéché. He was working as a financial and postal
services inspector and had no problems. He had no problems with the authorities or his
clients. But, from the second half of 1987, on 15 August to be precise, he experienced a
dramatic set of events, from being arrested, released and again arrested, which took him
to the DDS office in Abéché, the BSIR and the martyrs’ camp.

His first arrest was in August 1987 and was part of the massive arrests of Hajarayes.
Indeed, the witness asserted that the eve of his first arrest, his sister-in-law came to his
house at night to tell him that “all Hajarayes were being arrested”. With that in mind, he
took every precaution, with the help of his wife, to ensure that the belongings of his
various clients were kept in a safe place. The next morning at 9 am, a DDS agent called
BANG came and asked him for the keys to the safe where he kept his clients’ money. He
refused to hand over the keys for he was personally responsible for these funds. He thus
preferred to follow the agent and talk to his superiors at the DDS. Upon arrival the agent
refused to enter and therefore the witness walked by himself towards the office of the
Commissioner. Walking across the courtyard, he saw people who were arrested, most of
them Hajarayes. He got scared because he was from the same ethnic background. The
Commissioner was surprised to see him in his office but made him understand that he
had not ordered his arrest and if they needed him they would ask him to return. He
therefore went back to his business.

The second arrest was on 15 January 1989. The witness declared that on a day when he
was sorting out letters with his colleagues, he stumbled on a letter that was addressed to
him. This letter was intentionally put in the heap of letters by a post office worker called
Hissein Farach. It was his deputy who saw the scene. Neither the name of the sender nor
his address were written on the envelope. The letter mentioned political opponents
established in Sudan who were thanking him for his financial support of 10 million and
informed him that the Hajarayes he had seen in the DDS courtyard during his first arrest
had all been executed. The witness stated that he was scared and shaking to the extent
that he wanted to tear up the letter. At the advice of his colleagues, he went to see the
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Prefect along with his deputy. The Prefect asked him to return the following morning
telling him that he was lucky.

On 15 January 1989 at 4 am, he was arrested at his house by the DDS Commissioner at
Abéché. Upon arrival at the DDS, he was locked up alone in a one square metre cell were
he stayed up to the end of February 1989.

He was arrested for the third time two weeks later. DDS agents, under the pretext of
taking him to N'Djamena for his effective release, instead took him to the BSIR. He was
kept there for ten days before being transferred to the martyrs’ camp. He was finally
released on 23 March 1989.

» Detention of the witness

The witness declared that during his second arrest at the DDS, he was interrogated on
three occasions by Mahamat Saker alias Bidon. He was never tortured physically though
he was so threatened. Interrogations focused exclusively on his probable ties with other
Hajarayes including Lieutenant Braman Souleymane and Idriss Miskine whom he
considered an uncle. He would say that he was a Hajaraye but knew nothing about
politics. The witness claimed that during his detention, he shared his cell with 3 people
who were tortured until their tongues were hanging out. These people were Hajarayes
and he was very scared for his life and this caused him mental suffering.

Regarding the detention conditions, he declared that at the martyrs’ camp they would eat
only once a day at 5 pm. They were served mushy rice which smelled of powder and
caused diarrhoea. Half-barrels were placed inside the cells for them to use as toilets.

» Conclusions of the witness

The witness declared that Mahamat Assanay was the only person to have escaped
execution in the group of Hajarayes he had found in the DDS courtyard in Abéché. The
latter told him that the entire group was executed. He played dead until the soldiers left
and was helped by Arabs. The witness personally believed that Bidon, whom he
considered as the executioner, had “the key to the life of others”. Everywhere he went,
there were executions. The witness concluded by declaring that President Habré was
responsible for all of these events. Unless he had lost control of the state machinery, he
had to be aware.

» Credibility and behaviour of the witness

During his testimony, the witness cried several times when listing the names of Hajarayes
he knew and who were executed. There was a lot of emotion in his voice. Otherwise, he
answered the questions of the different parties with calm and ease. He would constantly
say: “I am willing to answer all questions”. His answers were very precise and he
continuously repeated with regard to his statements: “I confirm and reconfirm”.
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C°- HEARING OF THE THIRD WITNESS

NAME: Fadoul Kitir

FIRST NAME: Zakaria

AGE: 69 years

OCCUPATION: University professor

RESIDENCE: N’'djamena

The witness only made his deposition. The proceedings were suspended for the day
before the parties could question him.

» Testimony of the witness

On 26 April 1989 around 12:30 pm, a student came to ask him if he could correct his
dissertation. Thirty minutes later, an agent entered his office to tell him that the
Commissioner wanted to see him. The witness asked him if he had a warrant for arrest
and the agent reassured him that it was only for a few minutes. He therefore accompanied
the two agents. Upon arrival, he was questioned by an individual whom he did not know
on his ethnic background, his ties with Hassan Djamouss and Idriss Déby. He said he was
related to them since he was of the Zhagawa ethnic group. He was imprisoned at the
“swimming pool” where the heat was unbearable. He met a man there who looked like an
Arab and were later joined by others. Some time later, food of very poor quality was given
to them (meat balls and sauce). There was dirt everywhere and a foul smell because they
would relieve themselves inside the cell. On Day 4 of his detention, he was introduced to
El Jonto whom he knew well since 1984 for he was an acquaintance of his brother and
they would often play cards. During his interrogation, El Jonto told him that Hassan
Djamouss had been arrested and had in his possessions documents revealing the
formation of a government and the witness was apparently the Minister of Livestock. He
threatened him with a gun and said to him: “At midnight, [ will spill what is in your head”.
The witness declared: “throughout the night I crouched down praying, distancing myself
from earthly matters, | was very much afraid”. This did not finally happen. The witness
claimed that he met, in his cell, a tortured Sudanese and a faki (marabout) who died from
fever. On the tenth day, he was told that he was free but should not talk about what he
saw or heard. Following questions on his brothers, he said: “I started to list the names of
those I had seen in prison and the agents called me an idiot and took me back to my cell”.
It was only on Day 15 of his detention that Guihini Koré informed the witness of his
release: “Before releasing me, they gave me to eat so that I could build up my strength. He
dropped me off at my house, I was unrecognizable, | was skin and bones”. According to
the witness, he was released as a result of the intervention of his first cousin who was
Habré’s campaign director and the pressure from international bodies and university
professors. “It was President Habré himself who telephoned (he spoke in Goran) and gave
the order for my release. My family was particularly targeted; I lost 6 of my brothers who
disappeared after their arrests. Also, none of my brothers-in-law was spared. All my
sisters hence become widows. Yet, we were neither rebels nor on the run”.



TRUSTAFRICA

In conclusion, the witness talked about the battle of Riba, the mutiny at Walianga and
then about his association of victims in Chad. It was established in 1997 and its purpose
is to identify victims, prosecute perpetrators and seek redress in order to reconcile the
children of Chad.

111/ TIME MANAGEMENT

The hearing commenced earlier than usual, at 9:05 am. The first break was at 10:57 am
and proceedings resumed at 11:17 am up to 12:34 pm. The first afternoon session ran
from 2:10 pm to 3:42 pm. The second session commenced at 4:06 pm and the hearing
was adjourned at 5:17 pm.

Attribution Policy: TrustAfrica should be acknowledged in all reproductions of this report and
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