
As the world gathered in Belém, Brazil for 
COP30, TrustAfrica stood shoulder to 
shoulder with African civil society, frontline 
communities, and progressive movements 

to demand a global climate response rooted in 
justice—not charity. This year’s negotiations unfolded 
against a backdrop of escalating climate disasters, 
shrinking civic space, and persistent inequities in 
global governance. For a continent that contributes the 
least to global emission1s yet bears the greatest losses, 
COP30 was more than a diplomatic event—it was a 
test of global solidarity and moral imagination.

The outcomes of COP30 reflect both important progress 
and sobering realities. Commitments on climate 
finance, adaptation, operationalizing the Loss and 
Damage Fund, countering climate disinformation, and 
renewed global initiatives signal forward movement. 
Yet deep gaps remain—particularly in equitable 
financing, fossil-fuel phase-down, and accountability 
to those living at the sharp end of climate impacts.

For TrustAfrica, these developments speak directly to 
our mission and the future of our work.

Advancing Climate 
Justice as a Democratic 

Imperative
TrustAfrica approaches climate justice through the 
lens of democratic governance. Climate change is not 
only an environmental challenge—it is a governance 
crisis that exposes weaknesses in global accountability, 
transparency, and inclusion.

The COP30 decision to mobilize USD 1.3 trillion 
annually by 2035 is significant, but it lacks 
clear burden-sharing arrangements and robust 
accountability mechanisms. African civil society has 
rightly demanded predictable public finance and 
transparent tracking systems to ensure resources reach 
communities most in need.

Our work recognizes that democratic deficits are a root 
cause of implementation failure. We advance policies 
and practices that:

Support civic participation in climate decision-
making

Strengthen public accountability in the use of 
climate finance

Protect the rights and voices of environmental 
defenders

Ensure African countries negotiate from positions 
of strength, not vulnerability

Climate justice can only be achieved when 
governance systems shaping environmental 
outcomes are inclusive, fair and accountable.

African Philanthropy: 
Driving a Just and 
Resilient Future

At COP30, African Non-State Actors celebrated the 
operationalization of the Loss and Damage Fund, 
a breakthrough that opens pathways for financing 
irreparable climate losses. Yet, as the communique 
stresses, “a functional fund is not the same as a funded 
fund.” This is where African philanthropy becomes 
indispensable.

TrustAfrica works to cultivate and strengthen African 
philanthropic ecosystems that:

Resource community-led climate solutions

Fund grassroots innovation and resistance

Amplify African narratives and research

Reduce dependence on externally driven agendas

By mobilizing African resources—financial, 
intellectual, and cultural—we contribute to a future 
where the continent shapes, rather than reacts to, 
global climate governance.

Climate Action 
Anchored in Equity and 

Development
The COP30 decision to double adaptation finance 
by 2025 and triple it by 2035 acknowledges Africa’s 
deep vulnerability to droughts, floods, storms, and 
rising temperatures. But African NSAs caution that 
adaptation cannot continue to be treated as charity—it 
is a lifeline and an urgent development priority.

TrustAfrica’s climate justice strategy is grounded in the 
principle that:

Africa cannot be asked to choose between development 
and climate action. Both must advance together.

Defending Truth, 
Dialogue, and Civic Space
One of COP30’s under-reported victories was the 
commitment to safeguard information integrity and 
counter climate disinformation—an essential step in 
protecting democratic processes and scientific truth. 
African NSAs urged governments to pair this with 
stronger protections for journalists, civic actors, and 
environmental defenders.

This resonates deeply with TrustAfrica’s longstanding 
efforts to safeguard civic space and strengthen public 
discourse. In an age of rising climate denial and 
misinformation, the battle for justice is also a battle for 
truth.

We continue to:

Beyond Belém: 
TrustAfrica’s Commitment 

to the Road Ahead
The closing moments of COP30 were marked by mixed 
feelings. While acknowledging progress, African 
civil society emphasized that many expectations 
remain unmet—particularly around fossil fuel phase-
down, deforestation, and equitable implementation 
mechanisms. Two new global roadmaps were 
announced, but their true impact will depend on how 
strongly they recognize Africa’s special needs and 
development realities.

TrustAfrica joins African NSAs in committing to 
intensified advocacy ahead of COP31 and COP32. For 
us, this means:

A Future Built by African 
Hands

COP30 was a reminder that global climate governance 
is at a crossroads. The world can continue with 
incremental decisions that delay justice—or it can 
choose a new path rooted in fairness, solidarity, and 
shared responsibility.

TrustAfrica is investing in that new path. We believe in 
a future where:

Our work promotes equitable development by:

Championing just transitions that protect 
livelihoods

Supporting rural and urban communities to 
adapt in ways that strengthen economic agency

Advancing gender-responsive climate policies

Ensuring African priorities shape global 
frameworks

A just transition must honor Africa’s development 
aspirations while accelerating pathways toward a 
sustainable, low-carbon future.

COP30 closing plenary

Support the freedom and safety of climate justice 
advocates

Promote evidence-based policy engagement

Expand platforms where communities can speak 
for themselves

Scaling community-driven climate justice 
initiatives

Building stronger coalitions across Africa and the 
diaspora

Advancing research that confronts structural 
inequalities

Reshaping the global financing system to deliver 
justice at scale

Africa did not cause this crisis. Yet African 
communities continue to pay twice—first through 
climate impacts, and then through global responses 
that remain underfunded or inequitable. Our task is to 

In a debriefing session of the state of negotiations with PACJA

Panel discussion on From Crisis to Catalysts Financing Locally Led Climate Action for Smallholders

Panel discussion on From Crisis to Catalysts Financing Locally Led Climate Action for Smallholders

African voices shape global climate decisions

Adaptation and resilience are fully funded

Just transitions uplift communities

Democratic governance ensures accountability

African philanthropy fuels self-determined 
climate solutions

Our participation in COP30 is not an endpoint—it 
is a renewed commitment to stand with movements, 
communities, and leaders across the continent who 
are working tirelessly for an Africa that thrives in the 
face of climate change.

The road from Belém is long, but it is ours to shape—
together.

ensure that the next decade delivers not just symbolic 
progress, but justice, dignity, and transformation


